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Artist rendering by Steve Locke

BOSTON, MA (June 2018) – For the forthcoming installation on the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s 
Anne H. Fitzpatrick Façade, the Museum’s Artist-in-Residence, Boston-based artist Steve Locke, created 
Three Deliberate Grays for Freddie (A Memorial for Freddie Gray) as a statement about the issues of race 
and violence in America today.

Locke painted an abstract portrait of Gray, a Black American man, whose untimely death after being in 
Baltimore police custody in 2015 aggravated long standing racial tensions in the city and sparked street 
protests, police clashes and violence.

For the façade installation, Locke generated three distinct monochromes by averaging the pixels of three 
individual photos of Gray that were frequently in the media. One is a family photo; one is from his arrest; 
and one is an image of Gray in the hospital on life support. The resulting colors form a time line of the life, 
suffering, and death of Freddie Gray.

Born in Cleveland and raised in Detroit, Locke’s solo work has been exhibited at the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, Boston; the Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit; Mendes Wood in Sao Paulo, Brazil; 
and VOLTA 5 in Basel, Switzerland. His work has also been shown in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Savannah, Seattle, and Beijing. He is an associate professor at the Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design (Mass Art) and was appointed a visiting associate professor in painting at Yale University in 2014. 



He has a bachelor’s of science degree from Boston University and bachelor’s and master’s degrees in art 
from Mass Art. 

Locke spent a month living and working at the Gardner Museum as an Artist-in-Residence in 2016, and 
he is the 12th artist to create a work for this public art space in the Museum. He will discuss Three 
Deliberate Grays for Freddie (A Memorial for Freddie Gray) on Thursday, Sept. 13 at 5:15 p.m. in the 
Museum’s Living Room. The program is free with Museum admission but space is limited.

The Artist-in-Residence Program is directed by Pieranna Cavalchini, the Tom and Lisa Blumenthal Curator of 
Contemporary Art, and is supported, in part, by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Barbara Lee Program 
Fund. Funding is also provided for site specific installations of new work on the Anne H. Fitzpatrick Façade on Evans 
Way. The museum receives operating support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, which receives support from 
the State of Massachusetts and the National Endowment for the Arts. Media sponsor: Boston Magazine.

                 

The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum - a magical creation of one woman's daring vision - invites you to awaken your 
senses and be transported. Modeled after a Venetian palazzo, unforgettable galleries surround a luminous courtyard 
and are home to masters such as Rembrandt, Raphael, Titian, Michelangelo, Whistler, and Sargent. The Renzo 
Piano wing provides a platform for contemporary artists, musicians, and scholars, and serves as an innovative venue 
where creativity is celebrated in all of its forms.

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum • 25 Evans Way Boston MA 02215 • Hours: Open Daily from 11a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Thursdays until 9 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. • Admission: Adults $15; Seniors $12; Students $5; Free for members, 
children under 18, everyone on his/her birthday, and all named “Isabella” • $2 off admission with a same-day Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston ticket • For information 617 566 1401 • Box Office 617 278 5156 • www.gardnermuseum.org
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