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ART REVIEW

A painter challenges modernism with the
harrowing history of slavery
By  Cate McQuaid  Globe Correspondent, Updated July 29, 2020, 12:00 p.m.

The series celebrates and subverts Josef Albers’s legendary

“Homage to the Square” series, a 25-year effort started in the 1950s and an emblem of Modernism’s zeal

to distill art into material, form, and color. Albers, a color theorist, nested squares of different hues,

demonstrating how they vibrate against each other.
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Locke’s auction block form is a rectangle representing where the enslaved people would be held, with a

jutting corner for the auctioneer. Like Albers, he surrounds it with concentric squares, playing with

color juxtapositions, enjoying his paint.

Steve Locke's "Homage to the Auction Block #14" from 2020. LAMONTAGNE GALLERY

The paintings critique centuries of erasure of the people sold at Faneuil Hall and elsewhere. It implicitly

includes all of colonialism’s tentacles, such as the seizure of land and the slaughter of Indigenous

people.

It’s simplistic to draw a single, straight line from colonialism to modernism. But 20th-century

modernists’ repudiation of history in favor of notions of purity echoed the presumptions of preceding

centuries of colonialism.

Locke puts those erased people, and indeed the dynamic of erasure, at the center of the picture plane

and lets that history, and not the rigid and affectless square, be the dropped pebble from which colors

ripple out. All kinds of harmonies arise: the Caribbean blues and sunny yellow in “Homage to the

Auction Block #44–respite,” the bruised purples and blues in “Homage to the Auction Block #14,” the

searing oranges in “Homage to the Auction Block #31–…and here my troubles remain.”
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The formal clarity of modernist abstraction holds harrowing content well. The play of colors, like music,

is a fluid entryway into the starkest of shadows. In this time of reckoning, it fits.

HOMAGE TO THE AUCTION BLOCK: NEW PAINTINGS BY STEVE LOCKE

At LaMontagne Gallery, 460 Harrison Ave., through Aug. 14. 617-487-3512,

www.lamontagnegallery.com

Cate McQuaid can be reached at catemcquaid@gmail.com. Follow her on Twitter @cmcq.
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Steve Locke's "Homage to the Auction Block
#27-nightwatch." LAMONTAGNE GALLERY

Longtime Bostonian Steve Locke left the city for a job in New York

last year after he withdrew his proposal for “Auction Block

Memorial at Faneuil Hall.” The intended public art piece

memorializes Africans kidnapped and sold by prominent 18th-

century Boston slave trader and merchant Peter Faneuil. Locke put

the brakes on after the Boston branch of the NAACP opposed the

project.

Paintings from Locke’s series “Homage to the Auction Block” are

now on view at LaMontagne Gallery.

ADVERTISING

BOSTON GLOBE VIDEO

The Conway Scenic Railroad’s “winter steam” event took passengers on a ride
on a 100-year-old locomotive in Conway, New Hampshire. (Brian Solomon,
Conway Scenic Railroad)

Passengers
ride 100-
year-old
locomotive
at Winter
Steam event

Celtics fans
in Tampa

Globe Op-
Talk: The
Democratic
agenda in
the new
Congress

MOST POPULAR ON BOSTONGLOBE.COM

1. A very COVID coupling: They met on Zoom and then
moved to Mexico

2. Trump’s behavior isn’t delusional. It’s criminal

3. Six quick takeaways from the Georgia Senate runoffs so
far

4. School suspensions don’t work. It’s time for something
better.

5. Developer buying Fenway’s Landmark Center in $1.52b
deal

6. Ossoff-Perdue Senate race too close to call; Trump
speaks ahead of Electoral College certification

7. ‘Disgraced the office of the presidency’: Romney chides
Trump’s doomed bid to challenge Biden win

8. In new book, Harvard astronomer pushes theory about
object that passed through solar system; alien world may
have sent it

9. Brigham and Women’s president to step down

10. Police fatally shoot man in Newton Highlands

VIEWS FROM OUR COLUMNISTS

YVONNE ABRAHAM

Beat it, 2020. You’ve been truly awful

KEVIN CULLEN

The Confederacy won (or thinks it can)

THOMAS FARRAGHER

What to my wondering eyes should appear, but a

cherry-red helicopter with no need for reindeer

SHIRLEY LEUNG

The Massachusetts Miracle is alive and well.

‘There are a lot of potential Modernas’

JENEÉ OSTERHELDT

The Questions featuring Amanda Shea

ADRIAN WALKER

Ron Mariano, the new speaker, doesn’t seem to

have much to say

NOW PLAYING

MORE ON GLOBE.COM

Biden to nominate Merrick Garland as
attorney general
President-elect Joe Biden is expected to name federal
appeals court judge Merrick Garland as attorney
general, AP sources say.
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A very COVID coupling: They met on Zoom
and then moved to Mexico
A Massachusetts woman and an acquaintance she
met on a virtual date arranged by a mutual friend
decided to quarantine together in Mexico. This is the
story of what happened next.

OPINION

Trump’s behavior isn’t delusional. It’s
criminal
Many would rather believe the president is slipping
mentally than acknowledge that a criminal and con
man has been occupying the White House.

THE LATEST ON GEORGIA'S SENATE
ELECTIONS

Ossoff-Perdue Senate race too close to call;
Trump speaks ahead of Electoral College
certification
Democrats picked up a Senate seat in the Georgia
runoffs, while the other race remains too close to call.
Follow along with live updates on the remaining
contest that will decide which party controls the
chamber.
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Six quick takeaways from the Georgia
Senate runoffs so far
It's been a long election cycle and now a long runoff
season. But even if it's not over yet, there are already
lessons to be learned.

Developer buying Fenway’s Landmark
Center in $1.52b deal
Alexandria Real Estate Equities plans to continue
developing the former Sears complex as a hub for life
science companies.

PERSPECTIVE

School suspensions don’t work. It’s time for
something better.
There are far more effective ways of dealing with
student misbehavior than traditional suspensions and
expulsions.
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How many friends do we really need to be
happy?
On my quest for more meaningful friendships, I took a
hard look at the people in my life. Then things got a
little weird.

Brigham and Women’s president to step
down
The president of Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Dr.
Elizabeth “Betsy” Nabel, is stepping down after 11
years leading the prestigious nonprofit medical center
to pursue opportunities in the for-profit biotech
sector.
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